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Science Topic : Rocks Year 3 Term 3 

Key Knowledge 

I know that earth’s crust is made up of rocks 
and soil 

I know that rocks can be classified based on 
their appearance 

I know that rocks can be classified based on 
their origin 

I know that there are three kinds of rocks – 
igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic. 

I know that igneous rocks are volcanic rocks 

I know that metamorphic rocks are formed 
deep within the earth’s crust 

I know that rocks are eroded by wind, water 
and changing temperatures 

I know that sedimentary rocks are formed by 
deposition. 

I know how fossils are formed 

I know that soils are made from rock particles 
and organic matter 

Key Vocabulary 
Rock A large mass of stone or hardened earth 

Appearance What something looks like 

Soil A part of earth’s surface made up of smaller particles of 
rocks and organic matter 

Organic 
matter 

The organic matter in soil comes from plants and 
animals 

Lava Molten rock from a volcano 

Magma Molten rock within the earth’s crust 

Crystal A clear, transparent mineral formed underground 

Fossils Remains or traces of ancient life preserved by natural 
processes 

Igneous A rock formed by the cooling of molten lava or magma 

Metamorphic Rocks that are formed from transformation (by heat or 
pressure) of existing rocks 

Sedimentary Rocks formed by layering of sand, stones and mud 

Permeable Allowing liquids or gasses to pass through 

Impermeable Does not allow liquids or gasses to pass through 

Gravel Small stones mixed with coarse sand 

Clay A sticky kind of earth that can be make into pottery or 
bricks 

Flint A hard rock that can be shaped into sharp objects 

Erosion Wearing away of earth’s surface by wind or water 



 
 


